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TODAY’S NEWS
New Museum Coordinator
Starting August 1, 2021, Zac Lyday will become
the DuPont Historical Museum Coordinator. Zac
has lived in historic DuPont Village for 17 years
and graduated from the Tacoma University of
Washington with a degree in history in 2020.
Zac has volunteered at the DuPont Museum for
a number of years and has served on the
DuPont Historical Society Board since 2019. We
hope you will stop by the museum and
introduce yourself. His hours will be Thursday
and Friday 10:00 to 4:00 and Saturday and
Sunday 1:00 to 4:00.

Welcomin
g for 5,000 Years

New Sequalitchew Cemetery
The new crosses at the Sequalitchew
reburial cemetery should be going in sometime this week. The Interpretive sign is being
printed and should be ready within next
couple of days. Before it can be put in the
ground, we need to have the frame built
which generally takes a couple of months.
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In the mid 1980s while Weyerhaeuser Company was moving
dirt to build Northwest Landing, a number of unmarked graves
were uncovered: Native American, Hudson’s Bay Company
and Puget Sound Agricultural Company personnel. This New
Sequalitchew Cemetery, adjacent to the 1843 Fort Nisqually site,
was created to receive these unknown remains.
A short distance from the Fort and
adjacent to Edmonds Marsh five
graves were uncovered on the
summit of a knoll beneath a rather
large fir tree. On the basis of
historical records and a study of
skeletal remains for age and sex,
three people were able to be
identified. The other two could only
be identified as to their age and sex.

Charles Forrest, John
Edgar, William Legg and
Unknown Englishman
reburial ceremony was
held August 2, 1990. (Letter
to Ruth Iafrati, President
DuPont Historical Society
from Bob Shedd, VP
Weyerhaeuser, July 1990)
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Unknown European Male
Adult male in his late teens approximately five feet ten inches
tall. Evidence of long-time habit of smoking a round-stemmed
clay pipe.
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Unknown European Female
Female estimated to be in her late thirties.
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Charles Forrest, Canadian (d. 1851)
Male estimated to be between 55 and 65 years of age. Almost
certainly this is Charles Forrest a Canadian who entered service
of Hudson’s Bay Company in 1825 as a middleman. He was
manager of the Cowlitz Farm in mid 1840s and was moved to
Fort Nisqually in 1851 to be tended by Dr. Tolmie when was
taken sick (Dysentery). “Mr. Forrest died in the winter of
1851.” (Edward Huggins to Eva Emery Dye, May 12, 1904)
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John Edgar, Englishman (d. 1855)
Adult male estimated between 35 and 45 years of age. In all
probability this is John Edgar, an Englishman from Essex who
had been a number of years in the employ of the Company at
Nisqually as a sort of head shepherd. He severed his connection
with the Company 1847, became an American citizen, married
an Indian wife and claimed 640 acres on Yelm Prairie.
During the Indian Wars, 1855-56, he served with regular
troops as a guide-scout. Crossing the White River on a downed
log, Edgar was struck by a shot from an Indian that
went through the breast of the sailor in front of him
and mortally wounded Edgar. Edgar was taken to
hospital at Fort Steilacoom where he died after a
week or two in great pain (1855). “His body was
brought to Nisqually and buried in a pretty spot.”
(Edward Huggins, Oregonian, September 9, 1900)
William Legg, Englishman
Adult male estimated between 25 and 35 years of age. This
is likely the grave of William Legg, an Englishman and part
of about 80 laborers sent out by the Company who came on
the ship, Norman Morrison, arriving in 1850 along with

Edward Huggins. (From the Fur Trade, Edward Huggins,
n.d.) William Legg began work for the Company in April
1850 doing various kinds of work through 1859. He was
assigned to the Muck Station in 1858 and married an
Indian woman. (Fort Nisqually and Muck Journals)

6

7

Unknown Englishman
This individual was a fully grown male in his late teens or
early twenties. An unknown Hudson’s Bay Company employee
who was found on the north side of the glacier formed kettle
that lies just northeast of the 1833 Fort Nisqually site. This
grave was first located during construction of the DuPont black
powder plant in 1912. (Richard Daugherty, Data Recovery
Hudson’s Bay Burials, 1990)
Unknown Person

Two of the burials may be a male and female who were buried on the
north side of a kettle depression opposite the location of the 1833 Fort
Nisqually. They were probably buried after 1833 and before the establishment of the 1843 Fort Nisqually. In the Spring of 1989, the
remains were recovered, accorded
due ceremony by the Nisqually Tribe
and reinterred south of the 1843 Fort
Nisqually. (Dr. Daugherty, October
1989. An Archaeological Excavation
of Native American Skeletal Remains
at DuPont, WA)

Visit the DuPont Museum at 207 Barksdale
for more history. (www.dupontmuseum.com)

Salish dugout canoe (1880)
Courtesy of the Center for Wooden Boats. All rights reserved.

Many Native Americans from other tribes visited Fort Nisqually,
1833-1870, trading furs with Hudson’s Bay Company employees
for European goods. Some Native Americans stayed to work at
the Fort raising livestock and growing crops. Those who died at
Fort Nisqually would be buried in one of three traditional types of
burial: canoe or tree burial, circular ground burial and most
commonly used rectangular ground burial. Four unidentified
Native American remains were accorded due ceremony by the
Nisqually Tribe and reinterred in this little cemetery, after Native
American dedication ceremonies were completed.

“The Indian people of the lower
Sound, as well as the people of
the Sequalitchew, respected
their dead and many mourning
and feast days were carried out
in their memory. Funeral rituals
were strictly adhered to, not
only out of respect but also in fear of offending
the deceased, an unpardonable action.”
– Cecelia Svinth Carpenter, 1985, Sunset at Sequalitchew Creek

CITY OF DUPONT TRAIL SYSTEM
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In June we had about 13 volunteers from the DuPont LDS church volunteer to pull Scots
Broom in the cemetery. If any of you have pulled Scots Broom, you know it isn’t the easiest
or most fun thing to do. Kids did a great job and their hard work was much appreciated.

UPCOMING EVENTS
The DuPont Historical Society and Museum are hosting several events in August
and the end of the year. The August events that have been planned for are:

Pancake breakfast Saturday August 7, 8:00 to 11:00 outside Patriot’s Landing
Old Time Fiddlers and Ice Cream Social, Saturday August 14, 2:00 Robinson Park
Hudson’s Bay Day Sunday August 22, Noon to 4:00 Clock Tower Park
Flyers for these events are attached. We hope you will come out and support us!
Events being planned, which means you can still give us
your input.
Night in the museum
Ghostly Stories
Christmas events
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September
October
November-December
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BENEFITING DUPONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY

PANCAKE
BREAKFAST
at Patriot's Landing
Hot Rods 4 Heroes Car Show

Saturday, August 7th 2021
8:00 - 11:00 AM
PANCAKES, SAUSAGE, HAM SLICE, JUICE & COFFEE
$9 for adults, $6 for age 10 & under
... or immediate family deal for $30

1600 MARSHALL CIRCLE
DUPONT, WA

For information: 253-964-2399
duponthistoricalmuseum@gmail.com

JOIN DUPONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY FOR

Free to all ages -- Bring your own
lawn chair or blanket!

Carrie Dye on fiddle,
Karen Herzog on keyboard,
Marc Bordelon on guitar
(Washington Old-Time Fiddlers
Association District 8)

SATURDAY, AUGUST 14, 2021
2:00 P.M AT ROBINSON PARK
207 BARKSDALE AVE. DUPONT, WA
Come listen to the music while enjoying free ice cream!
Visit the museum 1:00 - 4:00 PM, free admission
253-964-2399 | duponthistoricalmuseum@gmail.com

HOSTED BY DUPONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND MUSEUM

HUDSON'S BAY
HERITAGE DAY

Free and open to all ages:

Walk original Fort Nisqually site
tours at 1:00 & 2:30 PM
Hudson's Bay exhibitors & demonstrators
from Ft. Nisqually Point Defiance
Children's activities & games
Kids play area
Live music

!YAD NUF YLIMAF
Kansas City BBQ & Chilli cook-off
hosted by American Legion DuPont Post 53
Saturday & Sunday, Aug. 21 & 22, 11:00 to 6:00 PM
& Beer Garden

Noon to 4:00 PM
Sunday, August 22, 2021
Clock Tower Park
1401 Palisade Blvd
DuPont, WA

